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The world-wide Coronavirus pandemic has been the main focus Contents
for all news med_la and for most bu5|_nesses for som_e weeks. We - Message from the Chairman 2p
are currently facing unprecedented times and we will not see
the real effects on industry for many months to come. - Coronavirus Support & Guidance 3
o . . - Battling Viruses 4»
Attention is now turning to how industry can urgently help the
healthcare sector with the production of much needed ventilators - Supporting Medical Products 5p
and equipment. Some of our Members, such as East Anglian Sealing T e e e B e B e oS
Company (EAS), already supply parts that are used in the manufacture ¢ ¢
of ventilators. - Visit to MTC 7>
The Department for Business, Energy & Strategy (BEIS), for example, - Inflatable Rubber Seals 8>
was recently looking for organisations who can offer support in the - IChemE Approval Granted 9p
supply of ventilators and ventilator components including .
manufacturing, rapid prototyping, machine shops etc. -l Ol 10 >
- Free Advert for Members 1
Companies have been forced to review their business continuity
procedures with increasing numbers of office based staff and sales - New improved Vac-Sil membranes range 12p»
teams working from home, establishing connectivity to company - Member Survey Results 13 p
systems to facilitate ‘business as usual’. At time of print, only one
Member has closed (but providing emergency supplies) and we - Uncured & Cured Rubber Sheeting for Tank & Pipe Lining 15 p
hope that they are able to continue to trade for as long as possible - Meet Your Committee 16 »
and until such time as the UK government initiate an emergency
lockdown. - Senior Leadership Changes at J-Flex 17 >
. Lo . - Cyber Essentials Certification 18 »
We hope our Members do not struggle during this time with VAT,
tax & NI payments, business rates or wages, and we hope that the - What the Members have been up to 19 p
l:)GO\{ernment urgently provides the necessary support and advice for - What We Do 20p
usinesses.
- UKGSA Members 21 p

For a list of useful Coronavirus support & guidance CLICK HERE.
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What the Members Have Been Up To ° Visit to MTC - What We Do
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Simon Winfield
Chair, UKGSA
Director, MacLellan Rubber

Welcome to the spring edition of
Cutting Edge

It’s a new year and new decade, new government (sort of),
and we can look back and laugh about the frustrations of
getting Brexit done as we look forward with horror at the
global economic meltdown that is Covid 19.

| had taken to actively avoiding the news with the endless
speculation of what Brexit would or wouldn’t mean for the jobs,
shortages within the NHS, movement of people, the future of
the UK economy etc etc. Now | find myself actively avoiding the
news with the endless speculation about what Covid 19 means
for jobs, movement of people, the economy and, who knows
why, the supply of toilet rolls and pasta, baked beans etc. Could
it be that nothing else is going on anywhere?

Despite the undoubted economic hit that the UK, Europe and
the world as a whole is facing, clear opportunities have arisen,
with many manufacturers seeing how vulnerable total reliance
on non-domestic supply chains can be. Reports of UK businesses
being invited to tender for requirements where previously doors
have been firmly closed to them. Those businesses being able
to demonstrate not only how competitive they can be, but also
how their location translates into improved inventory control and
ultimately cash flow. This buzz word is re-shoring, which is not
new, but it is common sense.

Now, even the Government seems to be recognising the need
for UK manufacturing, with the call for businesses to meet the
critical needs of the NHS for respirators and other safety
equipment that will be in short supply over the coming months
as the current crisis runs its course; although their message as
to whether to work or not is as confused as ever. Let’s hope
their enthusiasm, and we all, survives this pandemic.

CUTIIING
(&2 B &

Belief in the UK as a competitive manufacturing base for high
quality materials and products is not a figment of the Secretary
of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy’

Alok Sharma’s? imagination, or the subject of one of Boris
Johnsons jolly rambling speeches. There have been significant
investment announcements lost to the Covid 19 headlines in
recent weeks, by both domestic companies and non-UK
companies who view the UK as an attractive base from which to
supply Europe and the rest of the world. Members are
continuing to see interest in high-performance materials

and products from new customers in Eastern Europe, North
America, and as far away as Australia, with demand for quality
control and support documentation vital. This is reflected in the
recent member survey where of the 95% of members whom
export, 56% are seeing increased activity — see the full results
on pages 13 and 14.

The UKGSA has always promoted the benefits of the high-quality
products, technical ability and exceptional customer service

— which our members overwhelmingly deliver. The going has
been tough, and it looks like it will continue to be tough for a
while longer, but there is more than a spark for those willing to
engage with customers and promote the quality of their
business, and commitment to long term partnerships.

1Yes that really is the job title

2 I've never heard of him either — good news is that his entire
career outside of Parliament was in banking, so as poorly qualified
as most previous incumbents.
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The UK Gasket & Sealing Association
is committed to supporting our
members through the Coronavirus
pandemic.

This page provides a range of links to
useful resources that may benefit our :
members at this time.

UK Government Coronavirus (COVID-19) page:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

NHS Coronavirus symptoms page:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms-and-what-to-do/

Public Health England:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england

UK Government COVID-19 Support for Businesses:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses

HM Government Business Support: Coronavirus Financial Support:
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/coronavirus-business-support/

UK Department for International Trade:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-uk-businesses/coronavirus-covid-
19-guidance-for-uk-businesses-trading-internationally

Health & Safety Executive: COVID-19 Latest Information & Advice:
https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/coronavirus.htm

ACAS: Guidance for employees and employers:
https://www.acas.org.uk/coronavirus

British Chambers of Commerce:
Coronavirus Support Hub for Chambers and Members
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/page/coronavirus ?k=30cdfbcf8e205792be8adadf43630166035¢c27d5

Federation of Small Businesses:

Advice and guidance for small businesses and the self-employed
https://www.fsb.org.uk/campaign/covid19.html
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Battling Viruses

When equipment needs to be safe, hygienic, reliable and
ultimately give peace of mind, J-Flex are well versed in
providing standards compliant industrial rubber components
and sheetings.

With the recent pandemic the whole world is facing, it probably
comes as no surprise that they have seen a marked increase
in urgent enquiries for pharmaceutical grade, food safe and
chemically resistant materials - in particular to the Pharmaceutical/
Medical or Food & Drink sectors.

J-Flex have been providing safe and reliable, independently
tested rubber products to these industries for over 35 years -
products which comply with the requirements issued by the US
FDA, BfR, UK WRAS as well as EC Food Safety regulations.

Sam Kirk, Managing Director said: “We always want do our
very best to help our customers, and therefore want to do all
we can to support these industries in the battle against the
coronavirus, and indeed all viruses.”

Sam continues: “All our silicone sheeting is regularly tested
every three months and exceeds the minimum standards laid
down by the above regulatory bodies.”

CUTTING
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Food Safety

£ Na 10989004

= - BFR

Risiken erkennen — Gesundheit schiitzen

WRAS

Water Regulations Advisory Semvice

Pandemic responsible for
marked increase in urgent
enquiries for pharmaceutical
grade, food safe and
chemically resistant
materials.
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supporting Medical Products During this unprecedented event we endeavour to continue to
provide a high level of service, and your patience & understanding
As of 24th March 2020 and following recent Government are appreciated of any delays or extended lead times.

announcement, Kewell Converters Ltd is still an operating
manufacturing facility and currently delivering to our
customer expectations on delivery schedule.

That said we are, (paraphrasing one of our
customers); providing vital manufacturing
services supporting medical products which
are being used widely by the NHS as a critical
part of their response to the Coronavirus
pandemic.

Clearly our responsibilities to the NHS at
this time mean that we must prioritise
this work and, whilst it has not yet, this may impact
on our ability to deliver to demanding leadtimes for our
other customers as the situation develops.

Rest assured we will communicate in a clearly and timely
manner should our ability to deliver for any of our customers
be affected.

Our staff, those who are able to work remotely (mostly office)
are operating and are contactable through normal channels
(email and telephone).

Production will continue to remain open on a split shift in-line Kewell Converters Ltd.

with COVID-19 guidance https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus acknowledged for the

until such point we are directed to do otherwise, or our hands provision of vital
manufacturing services

are forced due to other circumstances.

to the NHS.
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A Force in Fire Resistant Matting

MacMat Fire
Antistatic, Oil Resistant

MacMat Fire+

Electrically Insulative, Low Smoke,
Oil Resistant

MacMat Fire+ Antistatic
Antistatic, Low Smoke, Oil Resistant

MacLellan Launches MacMat
Sheet & Matting Range

MacLellan Rubber continues to build on its reputation of
offering world class and market leading products with the
launch of he innovative MacMat range of Oil and Flame-
Resistant Matting and Sheet Rubber products for the
construction, transport, electronic, marine and engineering
sectors.

MacMat-Fire, MacMat-Fire+ and

MacMat-Fire+ Antistatic

With a comprehensive portfolio of Flame-Resistant Neoprene,
EPDM, Nitrile, Silicone and Viton materials covering standards
including EN45545, NF-F16101, NCB158, BS6853, and UL94
VO, we can now add BS EN 13501 Class BfL S1 and UNE
23727 M2.

MacMat-Fire is an Antistatic, high wear, good oil resistant
sheeting product designed for use in construction, engineering
and electrical environments. With an antistatic volume resistiv-
ity of 1.2x1078 Ohm x m the material exhibits good conductiv-
ity for environments where the risk of static build up could be
damaging or where there is a risk of explosion. The material

is fully tested and certified to flame resistance and emissions
standards UNE 23727 M2, UL94 VO, NF F16-101 and NF X
70-100 F5. Manufactured with a fabric surface finish for surface
covering applications.

MacMat-Fire+ is an Insulative, Low Smoke, Non-Toxic
emissions, medium oil resistant matting designed for construc-
tion, transport, marine, rail and engineering environments. The
material provides excellent thermal and acoustic insulation, is
manufactured with a circular stud pattern to provide comfort
whilst standing and enable easy cleaning. The material is fully
tested and certified to BS EN 13501-1, Class BfL S1.

MacMat-Fire+ Antistatic is a modified MacMat-Fire+,
with all of the same high performance Fire, Low Smoke and Oil
resistance characteristics, but designed to be Antistatic.

Innovative High Performance Sheeting & Matting Products
MacMat products further enhance MacLellan’s existing range
of high performance, fully certified, rubber matting and rubber
sheeting materials, putting us at the forefront of polymer

technology in safety critical applications.

Find out more...
For more information on all of our Matting products

CLICK HERE or contact our sales office on: 01902 307711

Macl.ellan

rubber
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Visit to Manufacturing
Technology Centre

At present the UKGSA has not cancelled plans to organise
a technical visit to the Manufacturing Technology Centre
(MTC) in Coventry on Thursday 17 September 2020.

The MTC was established in 2010 and is an independent
research & technology organisation that aims to bridge the gap
between academia and industry. Their vision is to inspire
Great British manufacturing by providing integrated
manufacturing system solutions for customers in a range of
industry sectors.

The Centre can help companies manufacture faster, at a
higher quality and at a lower cost.

BOOK YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY b
LINE WALK >

We can offer a range of
services to accelerate business
performance with a dedicated
team of experts in our

team.

Book your complimentary line walk
today: www.the-mtc.org/mss

mtc ‘ Manufacturing

Support Services

CUN  TING
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Their services include:

e Technical manufacturing system solutions — help solving
challenges

e National Centre Additive Manufacturing — developing the
technology & systems to address key challenges within the
Additive Manufacturing value chain

e Manufacturing Support Services — offering help with
embracing latest technology to improve productivity

e Business Launch Centre — a hub of innovation for start ups

e SME Support — help SMEs increase productivity using latest
manufacturing technology

e Training — up to date training on latest developments

You’ll find more information about this visit & future
events on our website.
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J-Flex Inflatable Rubber Seals -
the ideal solution for difficult
sealing situations

J-Flex have recently updated their range of inflatable rubber
seals. When parts move in relation to one another and are
connected and disconnected at will, the most effective
technique is to use inflator seals.

Typical applications are:

® Pollution Control and Laboratory Equipment

® Laundry, Textile and Paper Making Equipment
® Test Facilities In General Engineering

® Food and Pharmaceutical Process Areas

® Clean Room Door Seals

® Food Processing Equipment

® Watertight Door Seals

® Chemical Plants

® Oven Door Seals

Their new Inflatable Rubber Seals brochure tells you all you
need to know and has a wide range of seal profiles, as well as
a very handy questionnaire to help you identify the right type
of seal for your application. It covers:

® Seal Configurations

® Castellated Profiles

* Unique Profiles

® Frog Leg Profiles

® Footed Snap Profiles

® Colours & Printing

e Stem Foot Location Profiles
® Channel-Fit Profiles

CUTTING
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® Inflator Seals Applications

® Silicone Properties

® Straight Length Inflators

® Moulded Corners

® Mechanical Retainers

® Air Connectors

® Specifying the Seal you need

STRIKING

|
SURFACE
If !

SIDE 1 SIDE 2 GAP

1

MOUNTING
‘ SURFACE

‘~ WIDTH >

RADIAL OUT
RADIAL IN

For more information and to download a brochure, visit:
https:/iwww.j-flex.com/products/inflatable-seals/
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IChemE Approval Granted

Academy of Joint Integrity secures IChemE approval for
Mechanical Joint Integrity training courses for the Chemical
& Process Industries.

The Academy of Joint Integrity has achieved approval from the
Institution of Chemical Engineers (IChemE) for a suite of theory/
practical training programmes to support technicians and engi-
neers in the chemical and process industries.

In addition to its established ECITB-accredited courses and
CPD-accredited training courses covering the Management of
the Integrity of Flanged Bolted Connections, the Academy now
provides five training modules approved by the IChemE.

Designed specifically for the chemical and process sectors, the
training programmes cover disciplines such as hand torque /
hydraulically torque/ hydraulic tensioning of flange joints and
bolted connections.

IChemE has also approved the Academy’s ‘Flange Assembly
Best Practice’ module, which includes gasket identification and
specifications, along with its ‘Flange Management for the
Engineer’ programme.

Training can be offered at the Academy’s seven UK locations
in Aberdeen, Teesside, Yorkshire, Ellesmere Port, Midlands,
Humberside and South Wales, as well as delivery on-site at
customer facilities, by utilising the unique Flange Assembly
Demonstration Unit (FADU).

The Academy, which is part of global sealing industry specialists

CUTINING
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IChemE has approved a suite
of training programmes
delivered by the

Academy of Joint Integrity

Flexitallic, supports industry with a comprehensive suite of
joint integrity and sealing expertise. This includes a range of
Engineering Services developed and delivered by Flexitallic’s
team of Application Engineers. The services include Technical
Consultations, Engineering Drawings, Failure Mode Analysis
and latest Flange Integrity Calculations to EN1591.

Flexitallic’s Application Engineers are active in a number of
industry standards committees and organisations and bring this
expertise and in-depth knowledge to enable clients to achieve
leak free start-up and operation during scheduled maintenance
cycles.

Flexitallic’s Application Engineers also advise on gasket selection
& specification as well as providing gasket installation supervision.

Gary Milne, Academy Director, said: “Safety always comes
first in all of our course deliverables, and we are proud to have
achieved IChemE approval of the training courses we have
developed specifically for technicians and engineers operating
in the chemical and process sectors. It will enable them to gain
latest joint integrity knowledge and competencies to support
effective plant operations.

“These accreditations will further support our growing presence
in the chemical and process industries where we work and listen
closely to the plant operators to not only provide training, but

also specialist sealing industry knowledge.”

For more information about the Academy of Joint Integrity, visit:
http://www.academyofjointintegrity.com/
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Innovative New Matting Material Expanding our High Performance Matting Products
MacMat products further enhance MacLellan’s existing range

MacMat-0Oil is an innovative new matting material for of high performance, fully certified, rubber matting and rubber
environments where animal or vegetable oil and fats, and sheeting materials, putting us at the forefront of polymer technology
non-aromatic hydrocarbon spillages are a recognised hazard. in safety critical applications.

Normal anti-fatigue or non-slip matting products are easily
attacked and degraded by hydrocarbon based fluids and can
rapidly become a hazard unless dealt with quickly. MacLellan’s
continue to expand their MacMat range of high-performance

mattings with the addition of MacMat-Qil. Find out more...

For more information on all of our Matting products

MacMat-0il is an Antistatic, Oil and Hydrocarbon resistant CLICK HERE or contact our sales office on: 01902 307711

matting design for a wide range of industrial applications where
oil contamination is a significant issue. With an antistatic volume
resistivity value of 1x10"5 Ohm x m, this is an exceptional material
for environments where the potential for explosions due to
sparks needs to be avoided.

In standard tests using IRM 901 and IRM 903, Oil Resistance
was measured at 1% and 22% respectively, significantly better
than many similar compounds.

Manufactured with either a Penny Button or 5 Bar Checker

surface finish for excellent non-slip characteristics, walking and
standing comfort. The excellent thermal and acoustic properties

of the material help reduce noise, vibration and cold propagation. M a c L e l I a n

rubber
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Claim Your FREE Advert

The UKGSA are now offering existing Members one FREE
colour advert to appear in one issue of Cutting Edge
e-newsletter per membership year.

Many UKGSA Members already take advantage of the free
news editorial in the e-newsletter to share their company
updates, product developments, staff news etc, but the
addition of the free advert provides Members with even more
opportunity to promote their business across the Association
and to our wider contacts.

Non-members can also place adverts in the e-newsletter for
a nominal charge. And new Members will receive a free half
page advert when they sign up!

Rates:
Full Page £350.00 £440.00
Half Page £200.00 £250.00
Quarter Page £125.00 £155.00

FREE Off-Cuts Advertising (for members only)

UKGSA Members, remember you can advertise your Off-Cuts
free of charge in the “Cutting Edge” this is strictly a first come
first served basis.

The e-newsletter is issued three times per year, providing a
round-up of member and industry news. It is available to
download from our website.

To book your advert contact the Secretariat

CUTIING
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Industry Exhibitions
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Here is a list of exhibitions that our Members are
planning to attend later in the year:

SEPTEMBER 2020
16 & 17 September -
CHEMUK 2020, Manchester: Flexitallic

OCTOBER 2020
26-30 October -
Posidonia 2020, Athens, Greece: Flexitallic

NOVEMBER 2020

10-12 November -

Foam Expo Europe, Germany: Kewell Converters E_ B
(Stand 1027) CONVERTERS LTD

9 to 12 November -
Adipec, Abu Dhabi: Flexitallic

If you are attending a trade show, let us know so
we can include you in the next issue.
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New Improved VAC-SIL®
Membranes Range From J-Flex

J-Flex have recently updated their range of VAC-SIL®
branded quality membranes, following further research
and in response to customer feedback.

The membranes are used for the vacuum forming of composites
and surface finishes within the Automotive, Furniture, Marine &
Aerospace markets and are extensively used as the
membranes of choice in the Solar PV panel production process.

The current range now includes 1mm Supreme, 1.5 & 3mm Pro,
3.8mm Lamin8 and 4mm Endurance Plus - all of which are high
performers in their own right and offer significantly higher than
average cycle life.

The VAC-SIL® range has continued to develop in accordance
with industry needs and gained an enviable reputation,
especially in the solar industry but have also been embraced
within the automotive market, where it can be found in various
uses on prestige cars, supercars and motorsport, including F1
and WRC.

For example, VAC-SIL® Supreme has become a firm favourite
with a couple of high profile automotive industry manufacturers,
where it has far exceeded their expectations, resulting in further
confirmed contract orders.

|
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You can see a video of VAC-SIL® Supreme in use at:
https://www_j-flex.com/product-market/prestige-automotive-
motorsport/

For further information & downloads, visit:
https:/mww j-flex.com/product-type/vacuum-forming-
consumables/
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Members’ Survey Results

The UKGSA launched our first Member Survey asking our members to share their views about the economy, Brexit and issues
effecting their business. Here are the results which were obtained before or as the Coronavirus outbreak started.

Members’ Employee Members’ Company Turnover: Members Who Export:
Numbers:

£10M+

£6M-£10M 100

NO
0 _
MEMBERS WHO EXPORT
Export Market Increases: Member Businesses Impact of Brexit
Operating at Capacity: on Members:

N/A

|

100

g

Full Capacity

67

33

NEGATIVE IMPACT ON BUSINESS

Q: For those who Export, are you seeing Below Capacity Q: Has Brexit had a negative impact on
increased levels of activity with export markets? your business so far?

Spring 20201 13
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Main Business Concerns During the last 6 months has investment increased,
- - decreased or remained the same:
Regarding Brexit:

Comments in general related to import and export Increased Decreased Same
concerns: Plant & machinery 27.78% 0% 72.22%
Training 44.44% 0% 55.56%
Any increased duty or other charges on imported or exported goods Marketing 33.33% 0% 66.67%
General uncertainty in the market place, particularly in the Workforce 16.67% 11.11% 72.22%
automotive sector Product development | 44.44% 0% 55.56%

Uncertainty has led to stall in some business

GBP exchange rate falling making importing of raw materials from
inside and outside Europe more expensive

Unknown tariffs Opinion on outlook for 2020 (prior to Coronavirus):
Potential additional tariffs that our products may be subject to and
the potential devaluation of the GBP against other currencies
Import tariffs, shipping costs and delays

Lack of confidence in government policy and communication on
what the future looks like

Increased material prices

Regulations

Main Challenges Member
Businesses are Facing:

Covid-19
Reduced output during Coronavirus

Customers may have gone after Coronavirus
Uncertainty about Brexit coupled with Coronavirus
Reaching clients in a crowded market @
0 3

Rising increases in labour and raw materials

Lack of confidence in UK economy

Demand fall, lower volumes

Continuing uncertainty within the markets that we operate
Slowdown in capex generally, oil & gas in particular Optimistic R Negative
Keeping customers aware of what we do and how we can help @ @ @

Low cost and quality import of materials from the Far East. Dip
in standards for worldwide consumer as gasket product group is
perceived as commodity rather than engineering components
Other manufacturers dropping prices to chase growth in market
share

Consistency in the supply chain given Brexit issues.

Poor payment performance of customers.

Products moving abroad

Economic

Enough hours in the day

3 67 100
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Uncured & Cured Rubber
Sheeting for Tank & Pipe Lining

What is Rubber Lining?

Rubber lining is a rubber sheet or membrane applied to the
internal surface of a containment system and pipework to protection
the metal from corrosion in aggressive chemical or temperature
environments. A Rubber Lining is required to demonstrate
resistance to either acid, chemicals and alkalis, provide abrasion
resistance, or biological protection.

Typical uses of Rubber Linings

Rubber linings are used in a wide range of industrial applications
where they both protect the metal containment vessels and pipe-
work from corrosion and the media being stored or transported
from being contaminated by impurities from any chemical reaction
with the metal. Linings are produced in different thicknesses to be
used in a variety of industrial situations where they are designed

to extend the working life of the plant and equipment by resisting
chemical attack or providing severe abrasion resistance.

Natural Soft Rubbers are widely used for pickling tanks and storage
tanks or for slurry tank, pipe and pump lining. These materials
typically have a low hardness, high flexibility and good resistance to
abrasion.

Hard Synthetic Rubber linings are used for storage tanks, reactors,
and pipelines with higher operating temperatures, and demonstrate
good chemical and impact resistance whilst retaining flexibility.

Materials and their Applications

MacLellan offer a range of un-cured and cured lining materials, which
can be vulcanised or bonded in-situ.

Our materials are all European manufactured to the highest quality
standards with complete traceability and batch tested every 150kg for
guaranteed consistency of performance.

Common Lining materials will include:

Natural Rubber - High quality Natural Rubber has excellent wear
characteristics in lining applications and is widely used in the waste
and slurry industry to protect pipes and vessels, and in the mining
sector to line chutes, hoppers, separators and sand washers.

Neoprene Rubber - Chloroprene rubber demonstrates good
weathering and ozone cracking resistance as well as oil, acid and
abrasion resistance. Widely used for desalination plants, sea water
piping, lining for water box, site joints of CWP, vessels etc.

CUTTING
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Butyl Rubber - Isobutylene Isoprene has excellent chemical
resistance at high temperatures and is also very durable due to the
inherent low vapor permeability. Butyl rubber linings are the
preferred choice for applications in vessels, pipes for acid plants,
FGD, hypochloride storage and transport.

Hypalon Rubber - Chlorosulfonated polyethylene rubber offer
outstanding chemical resistance to oxidizing acids at high concentrations.
This is used in vessels and pipes with high acid concentration.

EPDM Rubber - Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer has high
tensile strength along with excellent resistance to punctures, UV
radiation, weathering and in certain formulations microbial attack.
With a low co-efficient of thermal expansion and contraction, EPDM
is used in a wide range of temperatures and environments but is
commonly used in water and waste water treatment facilities.

Uncommon Lining materials will include:

Drinking Water Approved EPDM - We offer EPDM compounds
to meet a wide range of European standards including WRAS,
UBA, KTW, DWG, ACS and Belgaqua.

Viton - We supply genuine Chemours Viton for applications
requiring high temperature and / or exception chemical resistance.

Food Quality Rubbers - All of our food quality materials are in-
dependently certified EC1935:EC2023 compliant, Nitrosamine Free,
Animal Derived Ingredients Free, and Bisphenol Free. Available in
Natural, Neoprene, Nitrile, EPDM, Silicone and Viton grades.

Metal Detectable Food Quality Rubber - We offer Metal
Detectable Nitrile and Silicone to the same standards as our Food
Quality Rubber compounds with the additional benefit of being
metal detectable should any particles break off within the production
process.

For more information or to obtain a quote on any of these compound and sheet materials contact: ian.littleton@maclellanrubber.com
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Meet Your Committee

° The UKGSA is led by a

Sandy McEwen \ J Committee th:‘o :1ter:p
VICE CHAIR & FUNDRAISING ensure that the
~" SAM BRADLEY UKGSA'’s activities

‘ TREASURER serve the needs of our

members.

Here is the Committee for

the year 2019/20:
[ )
L]
L]
[ ]
Andrew Crowther .. ROGER DENT
OFFICER OFFICER

° Alison Ansell

° MARKETING & EVENTS

Simon Carless
GOLF DAY

Simon Winfield
CHAIRMAN

L 4

Keith Payne
If you’re interested in joining the Committee please get in touch. MEMBERSHIP
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Senior Leadership Changes
at J-Flex

Retford-based J-Flex has announced changes to its Senior

Leadership Team following an internal restructuring process.

Damon Simpson - joined the business as Head of Sales
in January, taking over the reins from Lance Bradley who has
become Business Development Manager.

Chris Barnes - has also joined the business in a part-time
capacity as Head of Finance, following Finance Director Phillip
Wright’s retirement from the family-run company.

Commenting on the changes, Managing Director Sam Kirk said;
“I'm delighted to welcome Damon and Chris to J-Flex. Damon
brings 30+ years of rubber industry knowledge to J-Flex, whilst
Chris adds a wealth of financial management expertise to the
solid foundations laid down by Phill over the last 25 years”.

Sam also added; “On behalf of everybody at J-Flex, we wish
Phill all the very best for the future, and thank him for his
commitment, dedication and discretion since joining us in 1994.
We also wish Damon, Chris and Lance every success in their
new roles, all of whom will play vital parts in the next phase of
the company’s growth plans”.
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Managing Director
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Cyber Essentials Certification

MacLellan Rubber are now Certified to Cyber Essentials. A
link to our certificate is available on our website.

Cyber Essentials is a Government backed, industry scheme
that provides confidence to customers that our IT Systems are
robust and secure from a whole range of Cyber Attacks.

Cyber Essentials Certification requires that as a company
we colmmit to the following:

1. Configure and use a Firewall to protect our devices, especially
those that connect to public or other untrusted Wi-Fi networks.

2. Use only necessary software, accounts and Apps.

3. Control access to our data through user accounts, that
administration privileges are only given to those that need them
and that what an administrator can do with accounts is con-
trolled.

4. Implement a Cyber Essentials preferred approach to defend
against malware.

5. Keep all devices, software and Apps up to date.

This scheme, which falls under the National Cyber Security
Centre, means that both Public and Private Customers can
now have the confidence that MacLellan Rubber has the
necessary protections in place when awarding contracts
and issuing orders for their own Rubber Sheeting and
Polymer needs.

CUTIIING
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CYBER
ESSENTIALS

MacLellan

rubber
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What the Members
Have Been Up To...

“ British Felt Company
@britishfelt

1500 metres of #felt slit this morning for urgent critical
health face mask filters. Stepping up and doing what's
needed. @britishfelt

Kewell Converters Ltd. @KewellCon - 1h b
Happy Friday Everyone. Well done on surviving this tough week! Everyone
has been working extremely hard and we are proud to be making a
difference in this challenging situation. Enjoy the well deserved weekend and
stay safel

#lightattheendofthetunnel #staysafe #nhs #¥medicalfoam

Flexitallic ¥

THIERIE NS

Keep uptodate with local community activities, join the "L u"@l“H" "" OT
Flexitallic Community page on #facebook #charity W"H“ "E "Em

#cleckheaton bit.ly/2jQ76bq

Fitalle

MUNSCH & Co/PTM Ltd @WCMUNSCH - 6h ¥
New post (New Fine Vinyl Range for Screen Protection) has been published
on Munsch & Co/PTM - epdm.co.uk/news/new-fine-..

James Walker @jwsealing - Mar 26 e 6

During these challenging times it is important to stay positive and
motivated. By working together we will help the global fight against Covid-
19.

s

&

W

s our customers so  Rei
! mlﬂ!lﬂ to be operational

Q3 D1

[=

Follow the UKGSA on Social Media:
Twitter: @QUKGSAssoc | LinkedIN: @uk-gasket-sealing-association/ | LinkedIN Group: https:/www.linkedin.com/groups/4707335/
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What You can Expect from Us
and How We can Help You
Reach Your Goals

Networking Events — serving our members with activities
designed to promote success and growth, through collaboration
and best practice. The Association aims to provide a platform
for members to network with decision makers and influencers at
the highest level and across all sectors of our industry.

Technical Events — industrial and manufacturing tours or
presentations to member and non-member sites. These events
aim to give insights to advanced manufacturing, best practice
and material technical developments that will inspire our
membership.

Technical Support — members have access to an
unprecedented technical resource in their fellow members who
are available to offer support on manufacturing issues, material
selection and processing, and design & development.

Representing our Members

Behind the scenes we actively promote our members’ activities
and views through press releases to national and international
trade magazines and general media.

We represent our industry to various technical bodies on
international standards and actively look for opportunities to
promote our values.

We aim to proactively promote our members’ views to
government and trade bodies and influence the decisions of
those organisations to the benefit of our members.

Marketing Support

We actively use social media (Twitter and LinkedIn) and
encourage all of our members to follow and tag us. We also
publish member profiles on our website in addition to sharing
news stories.

We are extremely active, developing strong media relationships with
all of the mainstream manufacturing & engineering publications.

CUTIING
(&2 B &

We also send out regular email newsletters to our members and
our wider industry contacts with a variety of information as well
as member news features.

Procurement Support

Through our affiliation with the British Standards Institute
members are able to acquire electronic copies of UK, European
and International standards at discounted prices.

Members have access to the Joined Up Thinking Buying
Group giving access to hundreds of suppliers, products and
services which are being constantly benchmarking to make sure
members receive the very best value for money. The service
offered by Joined Up Thinking is Free-of-Charge to our
members.

Charitable Giving

We aim to support our chosen charity — Macmillan Cancer
Support — through fundraising activities undertaken at our
events, such as our annual charity dinner, and directly by our
members.

If you are interested in joining the UKGSA
Click Here.
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AS Rubber & Plastics Limited
Elwell Street, West Bromwich,
West Midlands B70 ODN

T: 0121 5205782 F: 0121 5203515
www.asrubber.com

British Felt Co.

Unit 5, Fingle Drive, Stonebridge,
Milton Keynes,

Buckinghamshire MK13 OAT

T: 01908 320329 F: 01908 226599
www.britishfelt.com

Corseal Limited

Unit 5, Patches Yard, Cavendish Lane,
Glemsford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 7PZ
T: 01787 282444

www.corseal.co.uk

Direct Gaskets Ltd

Units 26-36, Dansom Lane South,
Hull HU8 7LA

T: 01482 219655 F: 01482 321162
www.direct-gaskets.co.uk

East Anglian Sealing Co. Limited
Unit 3-9, Goldingham Hall,

Bulmer, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 7ER
T: 01787 880433 F: 01787 880442

www.easeals.co.uk

Flemings Seals and Polymers Limited
Atlas Mills, Atlas Mill Road, Brighouse,
West Yorkshire HD6 1ES

T: 01484 718391

www.flemingssp.co.uk

Flexitallic UK Ltd.

Scandinavia Mill, Hunsworth Lane,
Cleckheaton,

West Yorkshire BD19 4LN

T: 01274 851273 F: 01274 851386
www.flexitallic.eu

HITEK Electronic Materials Limited
15, Wentworth Road, South Park
Industrial Estate, Scunthorpe,

North Lincolnshire DN17 2AX

T: 01724 851678 F: 01724 280586
www.hitek-Itd.co.uk

J A Harrison & Co. Limited

Britain Works, Greengate Ind. Estate,
Greenside Way, Middleton,
Manchester M24 1SW

T: 0161 832 2282 F: 0161 832 3263
www.jaharrison.co.uk

J P Polymer Sheetings Limited
26, Coneygre Industrial Estate,
Birmingham New Road, Tipton,
West Midlands DY4 8XP

T: 0121 520 5020 F: 0121 522 4610
www.jppolymer.co.uk

J-Flex Rubber Products

Unit 1, London Road Business Park,
Retford, Notts DN22 6HG

T: 01777 712400 F: 01777 712409
www.j-flex.com

James Walker & Co. Ltd

Joint Cutting Services, Gote Road,
Cockermouth, Cumbria CA13 ONH
T: 01900 823555 F: 01900 827138
www.jameswalker.co.uk

Jointine Products (Lincoln) Limited
Lindum Business Park, Station Road,
North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9AU

T: 01522 690050 F: 01522 690060
www.jointine.co.uk

Keith Payne Products Limited

Unit 2, Manfield Park Industrial Estate,
Guildford Road, Cranleigh,

Surrey GU6 8PT

T: 01483 276000 F: 01483 278167
www.keithpayneproducts.com

Kem-tron Sealing Ltd

No. 30, 50 Mariner Avenue,
Birmingham, West Midlands B16 9DT
T: 0330 113 4924
www.kemtronuk.com

Kewell Converters Ltd

KCL House, Station Road,
Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HL

T: 01732 864310 F: 01732 865206
www.kewell-converters.co.uk

Lonestar Leeds Limited

Units 2-4, Orbital Industry Park,
Hudswell Road, Leeds LS10 1AG
T: 0113 2051900 F: 0113 2051909
www.lonestarleeds.com

MacLellan Rubber Ltd

Unit 16, Planetary Road Ind. Estate,
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV13 3XA
T: 01902 307711 F: 01902 305201
www.maclellanrubber.com
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Silicone Engineering Ltd
Greenbank Business Park,
Blakewater Road, Blackburn,
Lancs BB1 3HU

T: 0845 674 4747 F: 01254 583519
www.silicone.co.uk

SJG International Limited

Wesco House, Tything Road, Arden
Forest Ind. Estate, Alcester B49 6ES
T: 01789 763721
www.sjginternational.com

V-Seal Ltd

Unit 2, Park Road Mills, Park Road,
Elland, West Yorkshire HX5 9HX

T: 01422 300009 F: 01422 363025
www.vseal.co.uk

W C Munsch & Company Limited
Units AG2/3, Clarence Mill,
Clarence Road, Bollington,
Macclesfield SK10 5JZ

T: 01625 573971 F: 01625 573250
www.epdm.co.uk

William Johnston & Company Limited
9, Speirsbridge Terrace, Thornliebank
Industrial Estate, Glasgow G46 8JH

T: 0141 620 1666 F: 0141 620 1888
www.williamjohnston.co.uk

WR Gaskets Limited

Units 1-3, Haven Light Ind. Estate,
Gilbey Road, Grimsby,

N.E. Lincolnshire DN31 2SJ

T: 01472 355596 F: 01472 355920
www.wrgaskets.co.uk
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